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Abstract
In the current democratic societies, the media, known as “the fourth power” and that are generally in 
charge of the local elites, have achieved a crucial role in the naturalization of discourses in the commu-
nity having the capacity to even influence the public opinion in political, social, religious and economic 
areas, among others. Being the problem of study the influence that the expression of a certain type of 
discourse has over its receivers, the goal of this article is to reflect about the link between the discourse, 
the public opinion and the press epistemology regarding the immigration in Chile during COVID-19 
times. The results from the examination of eleven newspapers employing a Critical Discourse Analysis 
approach inform us that, on the one side, the actors such as authorities are nominalized, whereas the fo-
reigners are assimilated in a group or invisibilized altogether. On the other hand, the themes that emerge 
from the data analysis are poverty, vulnerability and discrimination. This study aims at problematizing 
the discourses that come from the press from a critical perspective in order to contribute to the dialogical 
construction of the other from an objective point of view away from preconceived and stigmatized views 
spread by the media.
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Resumen
En las sociedades democráticas actuales, los medios de prensa, conocidos como “el cuarto poder” y que 
generalmente están a cargo de las elites locales, han adquirido un rol fundamental en la naturalización 
de discursos en la comunidad ejerciendo la fuerza de incluso influenciar a la opinión pública en temas 
políticos, sociales, religiosos y económicos, entre otros. Siendo el problema de estudio la influencia 
que la emisión de cierto tipo de discurso tiene sobre el receptor de este, el objetivo de este artículo es 
reflexionar acerca del vínculo existente entre el discurso, la opinión pública y epistemología de la prensa 
escrita en torno a la migración en tiempos de COVID-19 en Chile. Los resultados de la observación de 
once diarios por medio del Análisis Crítico del Discurso arrojan que, por un lado, los actores tales como 
autoridades son nominalizados, mientras que los extranjeros son asimilados a un grupo o invisibilizados 
completamente. Por otro lado, los temas que emergen del análisis son la pobreza, la vulnerabilidad y la 
discriminación. Este estudio apunta a problematizar los discursos que provienen de los medios escritos 
desde una perspectiva crítica y a contribuir a una construcción dialógica del otro de forma objetiva aleja-
da de visiones preconcebidas y estigmatizadoras difundidas por los medios de comunicación.
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Discurso, episteme, medios de prensa, migración, COVID-19, discriminación.

Introduction
The study of public discourse has occupied numerous authors. Due to 

the characteristics of the object, interest in it has been manifest in the social 
sciences and literature linked to the field of linguistics and sociology. From 
this perspective, their interest goes both through its role in social representa-
tions and its incidence on the plane of power. Considering this last point, the 
emission of discourses in public spheres encompasses a series of problems 
related to culture, identity, and national and international politics.

In relation to the object, Jakobson (1986) initially defines it as a lin-
guistic expression. However, the author makes the concept more complex 
by arguing that discourse is, above all, a collective reality, because indivi-
dual discourse is always generated with an exchange. From this perspecti-
ve, there cannot be a sender without a receiver, an argument valid even for 
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“inner discourse” —not emitted — since dialogue is at the base even of in-
ner discourse.

With similarities and differences, Chomsky (1981) defines the object as 
a “mirror of the mind”, a product of human intelligence, created in each in-
dividual through operations that are beyond the reach of the will or cons-
ciousness. From this perspective, the author establishes a link between indi-
vidual consciousness and linguistic expression, in such a way that the study 
of language can be instrumented to achieve a certain understanding regar-
ding the specific characteristics of human intelligence.

On the contrary, for Bourdieu (1990), discourse cannot be defined only 
as the linguistic expression of an individual, nor in individual linguistic 
competence, but as an expression that is within a context. For Bourdieu, a 
sender does not generate a discourse on thin air, but rather emits a message 
whose addressee is a set of senders and receivers who receive and value the 
discourse of the first speaker.

An alternative perspective is seen in Giddens (2003). For the theorist, 
discourse constitutes a type of practice, where a series of social formulas are 
implemented to generate intersubjective communication. In this field and 
from the concept of “discursive consciousness”, Giddens approaches lin-
guistic expression as a type of act motivated by human consciousness. This 
awareness is the result of both the intelligent human agent and the symbolic 
structures that subjects internalize as participating actors in society.

Despite the heuristic value provided by these theoretical perspectives, a 
conceptual void is observed when reflecting on the link of discourse, with 
problems linked to media opinion, different types of nationalism, and immi-
grant populations in times of pandemic. In this field, a work that takes char-
ge of establishing the conceptual links between the idea of discourse, with 
nomenclatures such as public opinion and worldview in times of pandemic, 
is missing. It is from this gap that this work starts. Our interest is to reflect on 
the theoretical marriage between discourse, public opinion, and epistemolo-
gy in the Chilean written press, considering the publication of content on fo-
reign migration to the country in times of COVID-19. On this basis, our gui-
ding question is: what are the main discursive, opinionated, and epistemic 
topics present in these media regarding the immigrant population in Chile? 
It is hypothesized that these topics are discriminatory, nationalistic, and ci-
vilizing. In this sense, the opinion of the media reflects a way of knowing, 
based on the cultural valuation of the West, discriminating against any com-
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munity that carries representations and practices that are distant from this 
symbolic scheme.

The work will use a series of illustrative cases from the written press, 
where the media opinions towards migrant populations in the current con-
text of pandemic will be discussed. The cases are approached in order to 
contribute elements to the theoretical reflection on the nexus between me-
dial discourse and epistemology around a different other. On this basis, the 
contents of the article consider a first section, where the theoretical marria-
ge between discourse and the media is addressed. The text continues with a 
section that gives theoretical treatment to the notions of public opinion and 
episteme. The article ends with the initial analysis of a series of opinions in 
the written press about immigrants in Chile.

Discourse and media
After the introduction that informs us of the link between linguistics, 

discourse, and the media, we turn to Critical Discourse Analysis, which is 
the most appropriate approach for this article. This is a broad and complex 
discipline as explained by Wodak and Meyer (2001), composed of different 
theories, methodologies, and data collection tools that define it as “a critical 
academic perspective, a theory, and method of analyzing the way in which 
the individuals and institutions use language” (Richardson, 2007, pp. 1-2). 
Being the object of study for this discipline the link of the use of language 
with social power (Mohammedwesam, 2017, p. 1).

Richardson (2007) has a clear vision of this discipline in relation to the 
analysis of the written media. The author argues that:

Critical discourse analysis offers interpretations [and explanations] of the 
meanings of the texts (…); placing what is written or said in the context in 
which it occurs, rather than just summarizing patterns or regularities in texts; 
and argue that textual meaning is constructed through an interaction between 
the producer, the text, and the consumer rather than simply being read from 
the page by readers in exactly the same way. (p. 15)

The discourse in the media reflects the interests and ideological positions 
of the ruling elite (Fowler, 1991; Fairclough, 1989, 2001, 2003; Van Dijk, 
1997, 1998a, 1998b). In this line, Androutsopoulos (2010, p. 183), maintains 
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that “linguistic ideologies are not neutral or objective, but rather serve the in-
terests of specific individuals or groups, that is, they are always formulating 
from a particular social perspective and they have particular references and 
objectives”. Thus, the way in which the actors who participate in events na-
rrated by the media are represented depends on the ideologies associated with 
the corresponding written medium (Chiluwa, 2011, p. 197) arguing that the 
representations of the actors or group to which they belong in the media they 
are associated with specific ideologies. The fact that newspapers are associa-
ted with certain ideologies, it is hoped that through the news opinions contai-
ned by these media are legitimized. This is how these discourses disseminated 
by the press naturalize discourses that ultimately have an influence on the for-
mation of public opinion in the community that consumes them, with the po-
litical objective of distracting the population’s attention from a certain social 
problem (Reisigl & Wodak, 2001, p. 145). That is why in this section we will 
reveal how the selected media use discursive strategies to construct reality and 
represent immigrants as one of the social actors impacted by the health crisis 
in Chile during the pandemic period and we will expose the responsibility that 
media have in the formation of public opinion about these immigrants.

Since the beginning of the pandemic in Chile, the press has reported on 
the difficulties foreigners have faced in the country and the risks to which 
illegal immigrants who have entered Chile through unauthorized means have 
been exposed. This has been interwoven through the use of discourses issued 
by national authorities that, by employing persuasive discursive strategies, 
have drawn a reality that shapes public opinion about foreigners in Chile in 
times of COVID-19. To reveal the discriminatory messages implicit in the 
text, we will focus on the actors who participate in them and the actions with 
which they are associated and, thus, show the discursive construction of hos-
tility towards the immigrant in Chile during the pandemic. The national press 
is full of news related to the arrival of immigrants to Chile. The comments is-
sued in these spaces are divided in favor and against the immigrant. However, 
a negative view about them persists. Among those comments, the positions of 
different political, academic, religious, and cultural authorities also appear, re-
garding the event. These actors, on the one hand, represent the vision that co-
mes from the group to which they belong. On the other hand, the discourses 
of these actors are emphasized by means of the nominalization, invisibility, or 
assimilation of the actors through the use of discursive strategies (van Leeu-
wen, 1996, 2007) with the aim of contributing to the editorial line of the news-
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paper in question. Consequently, the readers of this news are influenced by 
the discursive construction of immigrants emitted by the local media, which 
are the ones that emit the speech in question. This predisposes the communi-
ty, “the linguistic market”, towards the foreigner, naturalizing conducts in fa-
vor or against the foreigner, that is, the “linguistic habitus” that is manifested 
through the linguistic expression that is the speech.

In accordance with the above, the power exercised by the media in sha-
ping public opinion should not be underestimated. These being a tool that 
can naturalize the objectives of the elite. The tool that the elite seeks to con-
trol through the management of the media is discourse, that which is consu-
med by society and which according to Johnstone (2002, p. 9) “shapes the 
world and discourse is shaped by the world”. So crucial is this selection of 
discourse that Foucault (1981, pp. 52-53) indicates that “discourse is not 
simply that which translates struggles or systems of domination but is the 
thing for which there is struggle, discourse is the power that must be harnes-
sed”. That is why the language selected by the media to refer to the condi-
tions of immigrants in Chile is crucial for the construction of reality and the 
influence that construction has on society.

Bourdieu and Wacquant (2001) give an example of the power of dis-
course. According to them, there is a new type of discourse that they call 
“Liberal Newspeak” echoing Orwell (1949). This new lexicon is used to na-
turalize reality in society, for example, COVID-19 and its discursive norma-
lization worldwide. Chomsky (DiEM25, 2020) reports how the war speech 
has been associated with the COVID-19 speech. For example, the former 
Chilean Health Minister, Jaime Mañalich (2020), who spoke of “the war 
against COVID-19”, “doctors fight daily with the corona”, among other dis-
courses related to the pandemic. This type of lexicon was decolonized from 
its original context, war, and recolonized into a new one, health (Fairclough, 
1996, 2002; Massey, 2013). The frequent use of Mañalich’s discourse asso-
ciated with the presence of immigrants and disseminated by the media can 
influence the public opinion receiving these news and affect foreigners.

The influence that the written press exerts on the community receiving 
these discourses is in contrast to the free press position that is the work of 
the media (Ejupi et al., 2014). This is how Груевски (2004) and Gruevs-
ki (2004) warn that at present the decision-making made by residents and 
congressmen depends heavily on the obtained information. The press had a 
supervisory role, informing the reader of reality, thus becoming the fourth 
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estate. However, according to Ramón (Силјановска, 2007, p. 96), former 
editor of Le Monde Diplomatique, “the media have been for a long period 
of time a source of citizenship, known as the fourth estate, a power that has 
become opposed to government decisions which could have had a damaging 
effect on the people. The fourth estate no longer has its power”, especially 
when the media is used to influence public opinion on social and political 
issues such as immigration. Consequently, the role of the media in stren-
gthening public opinion and creating free thought is influenced by the lar-
ge amount of news circulating on social media that is taking on the role that 
previously belonged to the press. As a result, the reader is being persuaded 
who is making uninformed decisions that may be crucial for the community. 
For example, the Russian intervention in the 2016 presidential elections of 
the United States of America (Mayer, 2018).

Opinion and episteme behind media discourses
The concept of “public opinion” has been studied by numerous theore-

tical approaches. In this field, Habermas (2009) addresses the idea from its 
historical origin, placing the nomenclature in the European nineteenth cen-
tury with the development of the written press. For him, the notion is un-
derstood as “bourgeois advertising”. In this sense, public opinion constitutes 
the act of publishing the common reasoning of a community that is distin-
guished from others by having access to property and instruction. Due to its 
symbolic characteristics, it constitutes a “social sphere”, different from the 
economic fabric and formal power relations.

Vasilachis’s (2013) proposal goes further: for this author, the press par-
ticipates directly in the way of constructing the subjects. In this sense, the 
media are made up of a series of categories that end up articulating the social 
representations of individuals. This aspect is relevant since it allows us to 
understand the opinion of the press from the field of human representations, 
considering different levels of abstraction.

Human representations have an important intellectual component. In this 
last field, the press guides its action from the foundations of knowledge linked 
to university education, the professional culture of journalism and communi-
cations. The act of communicating is linked to a series of intellectual procedu-
res learned at the university, an epistemic space that Löwy (1979) defined as a 
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“qualitative universe of values”. For the author, this symbolic environment is 
distinguished from others by presenting qualitative values to interpret society.

However, academic symbolic environments present similarities and di-
fferences with other cultural contexts. In this field, Foucault (1972) contri-
butes elements to the analysis with his concept of “episteme”, an idea that 
aims to identify different ways of knowing in human communities, in such a 
way that academic activity can be understood as a form of knowledge such 
as any other. This episteme has consequences in human acts, as can be seen 
in the field of oral or written discourses.

Along a similar course, we find the work of Gellner (1998). Focusing 
the analysis on intellectuality and its behaviors, he argues that epistemology 
and the political context are truly independent variables of intellectual prac-
tices. In this field, Gellner argues that the starting point of intellectual work 
passes through epistemology. However, this also has consequences on the 
political behavior of intellectual professionals, since the subjects generate 
practices according to the way they think and the contingency they face. In 
this way, an epistemological stance has consequences in daily action and in 
politics, a fact that can be observed in acted and spoken behavior. The wri-
ting practice would not be the exception.

Around this article, the context that serves for reflection is the Latin 
American migration to the country in the presence of COVID-19. The object 
of this work is focused on the media discourses of the Chilean written press 
about immigrants at a time when the world is going through a health con-
tingency linked to COVID-19. For this reflection to gain in heuristics, we 
selected eleven national digital newspapers around the problem. These are 
the newspapers: La Cuarta, La Nación, El Mercurio, La Tercera, SoyChile, 
TeleSur, El Siglo, Pauta, Crónica Digital, Pauta and AA, press that, due to 
their characteristics, are presented as articulators of social representations at 
a national scale and as symbolic constructors of subjects, as proposed by Va-
silachis (2013). The following lines will deal with this subject.

Analysis of the press from the discursive  
and epistemic features of media opinion

According to the National Institute of Statistics (2020), the migrant po-
pulation in Chile is around 1,500,000 mostly from Latin America. Of these, 
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only 20% have a qualified job while 10.8% are classified as poor. This po-
pulation is at risk during the pandemic, with the Chilean media reporting on 
the current health crisis that the country is going through. These outlets are 
colored by ideologies of the elites that are behind them, transferring these 
ideologies to the community through discourse in order to later naturalize 
positions on a certain social issue. For example, immigration in Chile.

The written media that are part of this study are examined from the be-
ginning of the pandemic in Chile in March 2020 until the first week of Oc-
tober 2020. From this observation issues such as unemployment, health, po-
verty, stigmatization, and lack of support networks arise. While the words 
with a negative connotation that have been used to refer to immigration in 
Chile are: crime, risk, illegal, “coyote”, clandestine, denounced, chaotic, ex-
pel, trafficking, criminal, denounce, and dismantle.

However, not all the discourse associated with the subject of study is 
negative. Many actors have appeared in defense of foreigners coming from 
the political, academic, and religious universe. For example, the former pre-
sident, Michelle Bachelet, expresses her concern about the migration crisis, 
arguing that immigrants are greatly affected by COVID-19 and that it is our 
responsibility to help them (La Cuarta, May 2). Another actor who produ-
ces pro-immigrant discourses comes from academia. José Manuel Cárde-
nas, academic from the Faculty of Psychology of the University of Talca, in 
light of the results delivered by a survey conducted by CENEM-UTALCA 
reports that 47% of immigrants fear contracting COVID-19 (Chronicle Di-
gital, 20 August 2020).

The Jesuit priest Felipe Berrios, from the religious sphere, who lives 
in “La Chimba” Antofagastina, populated by immigrants, denounces the 
vulnerability to which foreigners are exposed, which is manifested in the 
lack of support networks. The media highlights that immigrants are without 
their families, unemployed, and without money (EMOL, 2020, August 19). 
People with these characteristics are those that Berrios defines as “the new 
poor” (El Mercurio de Calama, September 4, 2020a). The vulnerability in 
which they find themselves forces them to ask for money in the streets sin-
ce they do not have the resources to be able to return to their countries (El 
Mercurio de Calama, September 4, 2020b). Meanwhile, “the new poor” live 
in overcrowding, on the streets, and in poverty where the chances of getting 
infected are greater (Pauta. cl, June 5, 2020; EFE Agency, May 8).
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On the other hand, Javiera Cerda, from the Jesuit Migrant Service of Ari-
ca, recognizes the largest increase in illegal immigration in Chile through 
unauthorized passages during the entire last decade, where 50% occurred 
between 2018 and 2019. Cerda (La Tercera, October 2) reports that the Vene-
zuelan immigrant has increased exponentially after the operation of the Demo-
cratic Responsibility Visa. The increase was from nine Venezuelans in 2017 
per pass to 3,000 in 2019 and this is increasing (EMOL, 2020, October 9).

On the contrary, the social actors who have opposed immigration in Chi-
le come mainly from the political world. The former interior minister, An-
drés Chadwick, who, faced with the entry of illegal immigrants into the cou-
ntry, argues that we must protect national boundaries (La Cuarta, July 22, 
2020). Something similar expressed the president of the republic, Sebastián 
Piñera, saying that: air, sea, and land borders must be reinforced to prevent 
the entry of the pandemic into the country (El Siglo, April 2020). Faced with 
the same issue, Minister of the Interior Pérez (La Nación, 2020, September 
29; Schuller, 2020) indicated that 506 out of 762 are illegal immigrants in 
health residences.

While, from the International Police Department of Iquique, as of Sept-
ember, the investigative police have reported the entry by unauthorized pas-
sage of 1,493 immigrants, 615 of them are Venezuelans (La Nación, 2020). 
The minister added that immigrants are accepted by Chileans as long as they 
enter in a regulated and orderly manner, following the requirements to inte-
grate into Chile. The irregularity in entering the country has caused difficul-
ties in regions and communes, for Chileans and for immigrants themselves, 
and indicated that at the moment we have closed the borders, but when the 
situation is regularized the problem may be greater. That is why it is perti-
nent for the State to introduce an Immigration Law to combat this irregula-
rity (La Nación, 2020, September 28).

Foreign minister Allamand (La Nación, 2020a, 2020b), adds that it is 
expected during the week to have a law that regulates the action at the bor-
ders and the entry of illegal immigrants and, thus, avoid disagreements with 
the opposition and discourage growing illegal immigration and adds that the 
illegal entry of immigrants is a crime and the law will be implemented to 
expel these immigrants from Chile. Finally, the mayor of Tarapacá, Miguel 
Quezada (2020), explained that public officials face a difficult situation in 
the sanitary residences of Iquique that house mostly Venezuelans who ente-
red illegally from the non-authorized passages between Chile-Bolivia and 



197

Elizabeth Torrico-Ávila, Jaime González-González. Discourse, opinion and episteme

concludes arguing that the government is not in favor of illegal immigra-
tion in which it is the foreigners themselves who self-report to gain access 
to sanitary residences. This can put citizens of the region and immigrants 
themselves at risk (La Nación, 2020). Finally, another actor comes from 
the Health Department, Rossana Díaz, who indicates that in Iquique, until 
a week ago, there were around 600 foreigners in the authorized health resi-
dences. They had previously self-reported after arriving in Chile according 
to the protocol, entering the country through an unauthorized passage. Fina-
lly, the mayor reports that in Antofagasta there are 378 immigrants in similar 
circumstance (I am Chile, October 7, 2020).

The news related to immigrants in Chile in times of pandemic are divi-
ded into two. The first group contains the news of migrants who are already 
in Chile. The second group is made up of immigrants who have arrived in 
the country during the pandemic. From the first group, the newspapers report 
the lack of employment they face. Those jobs, in some cases, were informal 
and precarious, however, they allowed them to survive (La Tercera, March 
26, 2020). In terms of health, due to the work they did, they are not entitled 
to health benefits, leaving them even more vulnerable (El Mercurio de Ca-
lama September 4-a). According to TeleSur (2020), the reality of foreigners 
in Chile is difficult since they are exposed to COVID-19, especially becau-
se being in irregularity, they cannot access the national health system. In re-
lation to stigmatization, La Tercera (May 8, 2020) reports that some belie-
ve that those who bring COVID-19 to Chile are immigrants and that it is the 
country’s job to ensure the well-being of Chileans in the first place in the face 
of an economic crisis. These discourses are racist and, according to van Dijk 
(1993, p. 21), it is “a form of domination” and omitting who is issuing them 
is a discursive strategy called suppression (van Leeuwen, 1996, p. 38). On 
the other hand, some immigrants devastated by the current crisis, seek repa-
triation from their embassies, AA (2020) reports that hundreds of Bolivians, 
Peruvians, Colombians, and Venezuelans are waiting to return to their cou-
ntries of origin, escaping the vulnerability caused by COVID -19. In this si-
tuation, they accuse discrimination, racism, and physical abuse (El Mercurio 
de Calama, September 4-b; La Cuarta April 22, 2020; El Siglo, April 2020).

About the last group of immigrants, local newspapers have reported using 
the following headlines that tell about the large influx of immigrants between 
January and August, most of whom are Venezuelans (La Nación, 2020) and 
the news continues arguing that they were the most numerous wave that has 
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entered throughout the year (La Nación, 2020). These types of notes negati-
vely predispose the community to Venezuelans living in the country.

Another headline informs the reader about the illegal entry of immi-
grants and their trafficking through analogy (van Leeuwen, 2007, p. 99) in 
an alarmist fashion, emphasizing the increase from 53% to 91%, but at the 
same time, it highlights that they have completed secondary and tertiary 
education (La Tercera 2 October 2020) and adds that the Prosecutor’s Offi-
ce reported an increase in this type of infraction and the OS-9 of the Carabi-
neers examined the operation of the “coyotes” and foreigners who crossed 
the border illegally, most of them being Venezuelans (La Tercera 2 October 
2020). To give objectivity to the note, the authority strategy that comes in 
this case from the police is used, informing that OS-9 has detained haulers 
defined as “coyotes” between 2019 and 2020, this being a new form of cri-
minal organization that operates in Tacna-Peru and is made up of Venezue-
lans who earn money from their own countrymen. According to the police, 
the cost of the service is diverse but is around $ 100 and $ 300 to ensure the 
successful passage to Chile (Rivera & Ojeda, 2020).

On the contrary, Soy Chile (October 7, 2020) uses discourses in favor of 
Venezuelan immigrants emphasizing their pilgrimage through five countries 
in South America to reach Chile and reports that the Venezuelan, Rafael Pé-
rez, wife, and children walked for three days through the coast to get to An-
tofagasta (I’m Chile October 7, 2020). Rafael Pérez (Soy Chile, October 7, 
2020) reports that, upon arrival in Chile, the group of around 25 foreigners 
reported themselves to the police and were later transferred to health resi-
dences to complete the quarantine. Staying in the health residence allowed 
them to rest from the trip.

An initial examination of these discourses in favor and against immi-
gration in the country, allows us to observe that foreigners are classified as 
“them” and the Chileans as “us”. According to van Dijk (1992, p. 245), it is 
a discursive strategy used to classify and divide those who belong to a group 
from those who do not, the latter being segregated by the community.

Another discursive strategy used by the media is the construction of the 
actors and roles that are used in the discourses issued by the government or 
academic authorities (van Leeuwen, 1996, 2007). This strategy is called no-
minalization and authority of the expert respectively (van Leeuwen, 1996; 
van Leeuwen, 2007). The objective of this strategy is to highlight the people 
who issue the comments aligned to the objectives of the elite, that is, tho-
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se who enjoy status, privileges, income, and access to good jobs (van Dijk, 
1993), those who control these communication media. In contrast, stigmati-
zed migrants are not named, but are classified in a group such as nationali-
ty. This discursive strategy is known as assimilation (van Leeuwen, 1996). 
Thus, assimilated people lose identity and go on to constitute a whole that is 
demonized according to what the media report. In the examined media, we 
can observe that several local authorities were nominalized, while only one 
immigrant was named by them.

In the analysis focused on the public opinion of these media, it is ob-
served how the written press articulates representations around the migrant 
from the field of opinion leaders, whether political, academic, or religious. 
Along with this, newspapers symbolically construct immigrant populations 
as collectivities from their textual practices. These scriptural acts contribute 
to the “sarmientino paradigm”, a world view linked to the dichotomy bet-
ween civilization and barbarism, as argued by Santa Cruz (1988), Jiménez, 
and González (2019) in the analysis of the Chilean press. In this way, there 
is a cultural model behind the journalistic texts that report on this symbolic 
scheme operating in the communicative acts of these newspapers. This epis-
teme classifies migrant communities as diminished humanity, a product of 
both their material precariousness and their pathological potential as a result 
of the global health contingency that comes “from outside” the country. In 
this way, a civilizational approach is observed where the “us” (Chile) is ad-
vantageously positioned against the “other” from abroad.

To conclude, the objective of this section was to examine the discursive 
construction of immigrants in Chile in times of pandemic made by the press. 
After a brief analysis, we have observed that they are placed in a disadvan-
taged and poor position, being stigmatized and made visible as a whole be-
longing to a group through the discursive strategy of assimilation. While the 
class in power is nominalized, on the one hand, they issue stigmatizing dis-
courses against immigrants, while, on the other hand, the nominalized ac-
tor is categorized as an expert authority who invites us to respect the rights 
of the other. Finally, the frequent characteristic of the discourses is the di-
vision made between “us”, the Chileans, and “them”, the others, the illegal 
and clandestine immigrants with whom negative discoruses are associated 
and who might bring the pandemic to the country, according to reports La 
Tercera (May 8, 2020).
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Final thoughts
This work reflected on the nexus between discourse, public opinion, and 

the episteme of the discourse issued by the Chilean press about immigra-
tion to the country in times of pandemic. The problem of the essay focu-
sed on the discursive, opinionated, and epistemic topics present in these 
media, proposing that they presented discriminatory and nationalist dimen-
sions. The opinion of the press was understood as a textual practice, depen-
dent on an epistemology and a political contingency, a communicative act 
characterized by the cultural appreciation of the West and discriminatory of 
other lifestyles.

Considering the theoretical discussion present in the article, plus the ini-
tial analysis of the media discourses presented in the last section of the text, 
we formulate some final reflections. The first has to do with the discourses 
themselves and their main characteristics around the “other”. In this field, 
a distinction is observed between an “us” and a “them”, a phenomenon ex-
plained by van Dijk (1992, p. 245) as a discursive strategy used to classify 
and divide those who belong to a group of those who no, the latter being se-
gregated by the community.

A second reflection goes through the discursive strategy used by the na-
tional media for the construction of actors and roles. At this level, the dicho-
tomy observed in the procedures used is evident, “nominalizing” the natio-
nal authorities, compared to the collective labeling of foreign populations 
settled in Chile from the classification of “immigrants”. These strategies 
would contribute to a vision of the world linked to the “Sarmientino para-
digm”, a model that establishes an antinomy between the West as a civiliza-
tion, in the face of the barbarism represented by non-Western cultures. From 
this episteme, the written press implements a series of textual practices that 
articulate the representations of opinion leaders from politics, academia, and 
the Catholic universes. Along with this, we can observe how these commu-
nicative acts enable the symbolic construction of the subjects from the very 
issuance of the publicized opinion, a fact that can be seen in the case of the 
migrants themselves.

The main scope of this work is linked to empirical research. A study of 
the media discourses on immigration in Chile must go through the analy-
sis of the different dimensions of public opinion present in the sections of 
the written press. A similar mention can be made in the field of cultural mo-
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dels behind textual practices. In this sense, the inquiry into news headli-
nes, editorial pages, news, and opinion articles must be approached with the 
methodological rigor that discourse analysis prescribes. Future works will 
have to take over this task.

Bibliography
Allamand, A. (2020a, 29 septiembre). Gobierno registra 5147 inmigrantes ilega-

les entre enero y agosto, la mayoría venezolanos. La Nación. https://bit.
ly/3a5j4bw

Allamand, A (2020b, 15 octubre). Gobierno llama a parlamentarios a aprobar ley 
de migración para enfrentar ingresos clandestinos. La Nacion.cl. https://
bit.ly/3d3r7ay

Androutsopoulos, J. (2010). Ideologizing ethnoloctal German. In S.A. Johnson & 
M.M. Tommaso (Eds.), Language ideologies and media discourse. Texts, 
practices, politics, vol. 10, (pp. 182-202). Continuum.

Bourdieu, P. (1990). Sociología y cultura. Editorial Grijalbo.
Bourdieu, P., & Wacquant, L. (2001). NewLiberalSpeak: Notes on the new plane-

tary vulgate. Radical Philosophy (105), 2-5. https://bit.ly/3aRBqMi
Chiluwa, I. (2011). Media Representation of Nigeria’s Joint Military Task Force in 

the Niger Delta Crisis. Int J Humanit Soc Sci, 1(9), 197-208. https://bit.
ly/3a8CdJK

Chomsky, N. (1981). Reflexiones acerca del lenguaje. Adquisición de las estructu-
ras cognoscitivas. Editorial Trillas.

DiEM25 [DiEM25]. (2020). Noam Chomsky: Coronavirus, ¿qué está en juego? 
[Archivo de video]. https://bit.ly/3jIlQXn

Ejupi, V., Siljanovska, L., & Iseni, A. (2014). The Mass Media And Persuasion. 
European Scientific Journal, 10(14). https://bit.ly/3qaSK5c

Fairclough, N. (1989). Language and power. Longman. 
Fairclough, N. (1996). Technologization of discourse. En C. R. Caldas-Coulthard & 

M. Coulthard (Eds), Texts and Practices. Routledge.
Fairclough, N. (2001). Language and power (2nd ed.). Longman.
Fairclough, N. (2002). Language in new capitalism. Discourse and Society, 13(2), 

163-166. https://doi.org/10.1177/0957926502013002404
Fairclough, N. (2003). Analysing discourse: Textual analysis for social research. 

Routledge.



202

Universitas, Revista de Ciencias Sociales y Humanas de la Universidad Politécnica Salesiana del Ecuador,  
No. 34, March-August 2021

Foucault, M. (1972). La arqueología del saber. Siglo XXI Ediciones.
Foucault, M. (1981). The Order of discourse. En R. Young, Untying the text: A post-

structural reader (pp. 51-77). https://bit.ly/3a8vb7v
Fowler, R. (1991) Language in the news: Discourse and ideology in the press. Routledge.
Gellner, E. (1998). Language and Solitude. Wittgenstein, Malinowski and the Habs-

burg Dilema. Cambridge University Press
Giddens, A. (2003). La constitución de la Sociedad: bases para la teoría de la es-

tructuración. Amorrortu.
Gruevski, T. (2004). Communications and Culture. Studentski zbor.
Habermas, J. (2009). Historia y crítica de la opinión pública. Editorial Gustavo Gil.
Jakobson, R. (1986). Ensayos de Lingüística General. Editorial Artemisa.
Jiménez, M., & González, J. (2019). ¿Etnia o nación? Los aymaras desde la opinión 

de la prensa de Chile y Bolivia. Revista Encrucijada Americana, 11(1), 
5-23. https://bit.ly/3rHpXWw

Johnstone, B. (2002). Discourse analysis. Blackwell. 
Löwy, M. (1979). Para uma sociologia dos intelectuais revolucionários. A evo-

lucao política de Lucács (1909-1929). Lech Livraria Editora Ciencias 
Humanas.

Mañalich, J. (2020, 03 de abril). Balance de Coronavirus. https://bit.ly/3rKnZEv
Mayer, J. (24 septiembre 2018). How Russia Helped Swing the Election for Trump. 

The New Yorker. https://bit.ly/3jDdyQj
Mohammedwesam, A. (2017). Critical discourse analysis of war reporting in the 

international press: the case of the Gaza war of 2008-2009. Palgrave 
Communications, 3(1), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-017-0015-2

Orwell, G. (1949). 1984. Penguin Random House.
Pérez, V. (2020, 29 de septiembre). Gobierno registra 5147 inmigrantes ilegales entre 

enero y agosto, la mayoría venezolanos. La Nación. https://bit.ly/3paZpet
Pérez, V. (2020, 28 de septiembre). Gobierno llama a parlamentarios a aprobar ley 

de migración para enfrentar ingresos clandestinos. La Nacion.cl. https://
bit.ly/3d3r7ay

Reisigl, M., & Wodak, R. (2001). Discourse and Discrimination: Rethorics of ra-
cism and antisemitism. Routledge.

Richardson, J.E. (2007). Analysing newspapers: An approach from critical discour-
se analysis. Palgrave Macmillan.

Rivera, V., & Ojeda, J. (2020, 02 de octubre). Tráfico de migrantes sube 53% y 91% 
de extranjeros ingresados ilegalmente tiene educación media y superior 
completa. La Tercera. https://bit.ly/3rHjOcC



203

Elizabeth Torrico-Ávila, Jaime González-González. Discourse, opinion and episteme

Santa Cruz, E. (1988). Análisis histórico del periodismo chileno. Nuestra América.
Schuller, P. (2020, 29 de septiembre). Gobierno registra 5147 inmigrantes ilega-

les entre enero y agosto, la mayoría venezolanos. La Nación. https://bit.
ly/3rNJ695

Van Dijk, T. (1992). Racism and argumentation: Race riot rhetoric in tabloid edito-
rials. En F.H. van Eemeren (Ed.), Argumentation illuminated. Dordrecht.

Van Dijk, T. (1993). Elite discourse and racism. Sage Publicactions.
Van Dijk, T. (Ed.) (1997). Discourse as social interaction, vol 2. Sage.
Van Dijk, T. (1998a). Opinions and ideologies in the press. In A. Bell & P. Garrett 

(Eds.), Approaches to media discourse, vol.2, (pp. 21-63). Blackwell.
Van Dijk, T. (1998b). Critical discourse analysis. In D. Schiffrin, H. Hamilton & D. 

Tannen (Eds.), Handbook of discourse analysis (in preparation). https://
bit.ly/3jEsDBu

Van Leeuwen. T (1996). The representation of social actors. In C. Caldas-Coulthard 
& M. Coulthard (Eds.), Texts and Practices: Readings in Critical Dis-
course Analysis (pp. 32-70). Routledge. 

Van Leeuwen, T. (2007) Legitimation in discourse and communication. Discourse and 
Communication, 1(1), 91-112. https://doi.org/10.1177/1750481307071986

Vasilachis, I. (2013). Pobres, pobreza, identidad y representaciones sociales. Gedisa.
Wodak, R., & Meyer, M. (2001). Methods of critical discourse analysis. Sage.
Груевски, Т. (2004). Комуникации и култура. Студентскизбор.
Силјановска, Л. (2007). Влијанието на масовните медиуми во формирањето 

на европските вредности Тетово. ArberiaDesign.

Newspapers

AA (2020). El drama de los inmigrantes sudamericanos varados en Chile a causa 
del coronavirus. AA. https://bit.ly/3a89Jjb

Agencia EFE (08 de mayo 2020). El “sueño” chileno de los migrantes se desvanece 
con el coronavirus. Agencia EFE. https://bit.ly/3jEtwKk

Crónica Digital (20 de agosto 2020). La mitad de los migrantes quedaron sin trabajo 
en Chile por COVID-19. Crónica Digital. https://bit.ly/3tJbWt3 

El Mercurio de Calama (04 de septiembre 2020a). Organizaciones abordan la com-
pleja situación de migrantes en la pandemia. El Mercurio de Calama.

_____ (04 de septiembre 2020b). Pareja venezolana sobrevive pidiendo dinero en 
las esquinas de Calama. El Mercurio de Calama.



204

Universitas, Revista de Ciencias Sociales y Humanas de la Universidad Politécnica Salesiana del Ecuador,  
No. 34, March-August 2021

El Siglo (abril 2020). COVID-19: La dramática situación de migrantes. El Siglo. 
https://bit.ly/3ryvy1c

La Cuarta (22 de abril 2020). ¡Eso es discriminación, racistas!: inmigrantes haitia-
nos se niegan a cumplir cuarentena. La Cuarta. https://bit.ly/3rERyax

La Cuarta (02 de mayo 2020). Michelle Bachelet pide apoyo a migrantes afectados 
por COVID-19. La Cuarta. https://bit.ly/3qd0tzN

La Cuarta (22 de julio 2020). El peligroso “negocio” de los coyotes de la frontera. 
La Cuarta. https://bit.ly/3rGdP8a

La Nación (29 de septiembre 2020). Gobierno registra 5147 inmigrantes ilegales 
entre enero y agosto, la mayoría venezolanos. La Nación.cl. https://bit.
ly/2NaEjQ6

La Nación (15 de octubre 2020). Gobierno llama a parlamentarios a aprobar ley de 
migración para enfrentar ingresos clandestinos. La Nacion.cl. https://bit.
ly/2MLnk7i

La Tercera (26 de marzo 2020). Vulnerabilidad y pobreza: cómo afecta a los mi-
grantes y sus familias la pandemia de coronavirus. La Tercera. https://
bit.ly/3a6zTTi

La Tercera (08 de mayo 2020). Migraciones y COVID. Una relación peligrosa para 
el proyecto de Ley. La Tercera. https://bit.ly/3a8fnBJ

La Tercera (02 octubre 2020). Tráfico de migrantes sube 53% y 91% de extranjeros 
ingresados ilegalmente tiene educación media y superior completa. La 
Tercera. https://bit.ly/3tLElic

Pauta (05 de junio 2020). Enfrentar la COVID-19 desde la migración. Pauta.cl. 
https://bit.ly/3rHosr6

Emol.com (19 de agosto 2020). Migrantes en Chile durante la pandemia: Un 30% 
perdió el trabajo y un 60% dice que no regresaría a su país. Emol.com. 
https://bit.ly/3q80lS4

Emol.com (09 de octubre 2020). Ingreso irregular de inmigrantes al país se duplicó 
en agosto: La mayoría son venezolanos. Emol.com. https://bit.ly/3p9wl7h

Soychile.cl (07 de octubre 2020). Antofagasta: La caminata de las familias vene-
zolanas que cruza cinco países sudamericanos. Soychile.cl. https://bit.
ly/3cYNpub

Submission date: 2020/10/31; Acceptance date: 2021/02/12; 
Publishing date: 2021/03/01


